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Developing Vocational High School Novice
Teachers’ Professional Practical Theories

Mei-Yuh Chen

Abstract

In order to improve effective professional development of novice
teachers, this study utilizes the literature review, collaborative autobiogra-
phy, interview and content analysis to construct and develop the pro-
fessional practical theories for novice teachers of a vocational high school.
This study propeses six conclusions : (1) the construction of mnovice
teachers’ professional practical theories can improve professional
perception and lead the direction of professional development, (2) the pro-
fessional development and socialization of novice teachers exhibit the fea-
ture of life history, (3) the professional developmental processes of novice
teachers are isolation and personalization, and schools seldom provide sup-
portive systems, (4) the main influential factors of construction and devel-
opment of novice teachers’ profeésional practical theories are teaching ex-

perience, the apprenticeship of observation, life history and teaching

Mei-Yuh Chen is the associate professor at the Department of Elementary
Education, National Pintung Teachers College, R.0.C.. E-mail: mychen99@
sinamail.com
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conditions, (5) novice teachers can define the directions of their pro-
fessional development, '(6) the construction and development of teachers’

professional practical theories effectively improve the professional devel-

opment of novice teachers.

Keywords: novice teacher, teacher’s professional practical theory,

collaborative autobiography, life history analysis
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