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Reception and Transformation of German
Kulturpadagogik in China and its
Interpretation by Chinese Scholars

Wei-Chih Liou
Abstract

This paper aims at analyzing 74 journal articles, published in China between the
1920"s and 1940’s, whose content focuses on German “cultural pedagogy.” The latter
was introduced into China mainly through Japan and the United States, and therefore
the Chinese authors naturally adopted the educational perspectives of the Japanese and
American scholars. However, in the process of “reception” these Chinese scholars also
inevitably interpreted Kulturpaedagogik in accordance with the current political and
cultural contxt of China, and thus transformed it to a certain degree. For one thing,
Chinese intellectuals tended to interpret German psychology and educational philoso-
phy from the standpoint of Scientism, a dominant philosophy in China at this time. Ji-
ang Jingsan and Wang Jingdi were the most important scholars in the introduction of

German pedagogy into China.
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