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Abst rac t  

Although facing economic decline and increased competition, many private child 

care centers still focus their financial management only on increasing income. They 

ignore the importance of financial planning and reducing expenditures, not knowing 

that the distribution and utilization of funds directly affect the prosperity of a business.  

Since the government now encourages and supports private child care centers in order 

to promote its new policy of free but not compulsory education for children over five 

years old, we urgently need to understand the difficulties now facing child care centers’ 

financial management, to find solutions to the problems and help these centers run their 

business properly. This study used a survey method; its purpose is to analyze the finan-

cial-management situation of private child care centers in the Kaohsiung-Pingtung area.  

Based on the results of this research, suggestions are made for enhancing the efficiency 

of child care centers’ financial management and for developing a clearer policy re-

garding early childhood education. 
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�� M SD M SD M SD M SD M SD 

��*��  .840           

��  .775���           

  ��� 44  3.48 2.610 6.23 2.523 40.64 6.989 8.27 2.591 13.82 2.394 

  ��� 40  2.78 2.130 5.83 2.406 34.60 8.578 8.25 1.945 13.73 2.331 

  	
� 39  3.62 2.313 5.69 2.117 34.79 8.082 8.21 1.894 13.03 2.611 

F   1.873 1.576 6.848�� 1.329 1.884 

Scheffe’ 

method 

    ���>��� 

���>	
� 

  

��  .766���           

  1-5 � 55  3.31 2.142 6.02 2.257 34.82 8.982 7.65 2.075 13.62 2.068 

  6-10 � 50  3.10 2.533 5.42 2.374 38.58 7.228 8.40 2.213 13.80 2.650 

  10 �
 18  3.78 2.669 7.06 2.287 38.06 8.156 9.61 1.650 12.56 2.833 

F   1.408 1.565 4.224� 7.457��� 2.396 

Scheffe’ 

method 

    6-10 �>1-5 � 10�
>1-5�  

���p < .001  �  �� p < .01  �  �p < .05 
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���� .075 .122 .198� .355��� -.074 .180� .181� .076 

���� .280�� .389��� 1 .483��� .117 .120 .173 -.001 

	
�� .325��� .304��� .483��� 1 .052 .324��� .310��� .054 

��� p < .001 � �� p < .01 � � p < .05 
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