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Some Philosophical Reflections on the 

Innovation of Teaching Methods: From 

Analytic Philosophy to Postmodernism 

Cheng-Hsi Chien 

Abst rac t  

>From the perspectives of modernism and postmodernism, this article tackles the 

philosophical issues involved in the advancement of the innovation of teaching 

methods.  First, after a preview of the issues concerned, the author presents that the 

concept of teaching upheld by the contemporary analytic philosophy of education is 

circumscribed by the Enlightenment (modernism) and directly contradicts the basic 

tenets of postmodernism.  Second, the author outlines from viewpoints of modernism 

and postmodernism respectively the pros and cons of the following four sets of 

diametric views: (1)rationality vs. anti-rationality, (2)instrumental control vs. anti- 

instrumental control, (3)value construction vs. value deconstruction, and (4)localization 

vs. globalization. Third, the author examines the problems found from recent teaching 

innovations in Taiwan within the context of postmodernism and proposes possible 
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resolutions.  The concluding remarks suggest that philosophy might play a positive 

role in developing indigenous theories and teaching practices. 

Keywords: educational reform, curriculum and instruction,  
postmodernism, philosophy of education 
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