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Abst rac t  

Through theoretical analysis, this article attempts to offer a critical exposition of 

Adorno’s aesthetic politics and investigates its implications on the possibility of critical 

aesthetics education. The authors analyze Adorno’s negative dialectics as the meth-

odological foundation of his aesthetic politics and present the critical exposition of the 

content of aesthetic politics. With “non-identity” as the key-concept in his methodology, 

Adorno has developed his aesthetic politics in four areas: (1)critique of culture industry, 

(2)defense of modern arts, (3)opposition to the engaged arts, and (4)support for the 

practical significance of the dialectical relationship between art’s truth and political 

power. On the basis of Adorno’s politics of aesthetics, the authors propose a critical 

aesthetic education, which emphasizes the political functions of education and includes 

a critique of new media and mass culture in the curriculum, with a view to cultivating 
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mature, autonomous, and responsible character. 
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