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Abst rac t  

This article attempts to form a complementary framework for appropriate innova-

tions in school administrations by integrating the theoretical perspectives of 

Habermas’s consensus discourse, Lyotard’s politics of difference, and Chinese Daoism.  

Habermas’s thinking on consensus discourse offers a theoretical basis for consensus 

innovations in school administration, whereas Lyotard’s thoughts on politics of differ-

ence legitimate school administrative paralogical innovations. Consensus innovations 

pursue school improvements under the mandate of group regulations and collective 

ideologies. Paralogical innovations, on the other hand, look for school progress by 
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satisfying idiosyncratic needs as well as particular ideologies. Just as “Ying” and 

“Yang” constitute a complementary structure and dynamic relationship in Chinese 

Daoism, both consensus innovations and paralogical innovations are mutually constitu-

tive in school administrations. Their theoretical inter-relationship and appropriate 

application are discussed in this paper.   

Keywords: consensus discourse, politics of difference, school 
administrative innovations 
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