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The Influence of Confucian Thought on the
Theoretical Structure of Japanese Moral
Educational Ideals

Chung-Ming Liang

Abstract

The theoretical structure of Japan educational concept presents three

characteristics:

1. It valued the theocratic thought before 1945, but after 1945 it
turned to humanitarian thought.

2. It valued the public morality before 1945, but after 1945 it valued
the personal morality more.

3. It develops a double theoretical structure-orderly form and unified -
substance, which means that in the outward appearance, Japanese
moral education, whether beforeé 1945 or after, présents an orderly -
theoretic structure. However, in the inward substance, Japan moral
education integrated the Eastern Confucian thought ( the base of

thought before 1945 ) and Western thought ( the base of thought
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after 1945) into a unified structure.

The above three characteristics deeply influence Japanese social
culture. Japanese society values not only mutual competition, but also
coordination, That means people in Japanese society always try to find.the
consensus under the adverse circumstance in order to avoid the
unnecessary conflicts over domestic affairs and to derive the maximum

public benefit. Finally, what they do creates a stable society to promote

the incessant growth.

Keywords: education in Japanese, moral educational,
Confucianism, educational thought
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