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Are They Really Lagging Behind?:
A Three-Year Longitudinal Comparison
of Academic Performance Between the

Southeast Asian Female Immigrants’
Children and the Local Children

Yuh-Yin Wu Chen-Chou Tsai

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the academic performance of children of
Southeast Asian female immigrants through three-year longitudinal survey. The local
contrast groups were defined as children who were of the same gender, from the same
homeroom class, and had fathers with similar educational backgrounds. Samples were
collected from metropolitan areas of New Taipei City, Taoyuan County, and Taichung
City (riginally, Taichung County), and from non-metropolitan areas such as Yunlin
County, Pingtung County, and Penghu County. There were a total of 422 immigrants’
children and 400 local contrast samples, from first grade to fifth grade in elementary

school. Subjects were followed from 2005 to 2007. The results indicated that
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immigrants’ children’s performance in Chinese and Mathematics generally fell behind
the average. In metropolitan areas, for Chinese learning, the fifth graders displayed
decline in academic performance during the three years; in non-metropolitan areas, the
sign of decline appeared when children were at the third and fifth grade. No significant
differences were shown in students’ math performance. Furthermore, at the third year
after follow-up, there were no ethnic differences. These results suggest that since these
students were capable of getting higher grades, their mothers’ ethnic background was
not the key factor to achievement differences between immigrant groups and local

groups. However, the area of residence may be a key difference.

Keywords: Southeast Asian female immigrants, longitudinal study, academic
performance in mathematics, children of immigrants, academic

performance in Chinese
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BRERR SS df MS F
=B HEFRI 03 1.93 .02 59
B SRR R 21 7.73 03 1.09
R 38.02 1267 .03

3% ! Greenhouse-Geisser adjusted df
*p <.05. *¥*p <.01. ***p < .001.
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T ER BB B AGE ~ FARRIE (B2 ML) HIER S &
EHINTHE

BRIR SS df MS F
FELFi 58 B
FEl () 13 4 .03 17
e () 1.36 1 1.36 7.46%%
HheEa () 53 1 53 2.92
o 1.09 4 27 1.49
&t 04 4 01 .06
T3l .04 1 04 23
& il 30 4 08 41
R 145.89 802 18
L A A 2
BRI 36 1.89 19 6.47%%*
AR 17 7.57 .02 78
BRI R 21 1.89 11 3.70
ZARBHEERIA M 17 1.89 .09 3.12
= BRI o R .05 7.57 01 22
A BRI 47 7.57 .06 2.11
A BRI e .02 1.89 01 43
A BRI S 15 7.57 .02 .69
AR 44.52 1484 .03

3% : Greenhouse-Geisser adjusted df
*p <.05. *¥¥p < .01. ***p<.001.
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