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The Introduction and Development of the
Child-centeredness: A Study on Moral
Education of Taiwanese Common Schools
During the Japanese Colonial Period
(1928-1941)

Jo-Ying Chu
Abstracts

Based on the idea of child-centeredness, this article illustrated how it was introduced
into Japan and its impact on moral education. During the Tai-Shou ( A 1F ) era in Japan,
liberalism and child-centeredness prevailed in Japan. They came into vogue in educational
circles from 1928 to 1941 in Taiwan. This article investigated such phenomenon through
analyzing the moral textbooks and pedagogy used by contemporary common schools.
It showed that moral textbooks could be written from children’s standpoint and include
more social morality. There was a great deal of modern progress made in pedagogy, such
as emphasizing individual differences among students. Child-centeredness seemed to
the develop and strengthen in Taiwan during that time. Throughout the introduction and
transformation of this idea, the first transformation occurred in Japan, and the second in
Taiwan. The adoption of child-centeredness only made superficial improvements in the
colonial education system. However, even under such rigid systems, the pedagogy and the
role of teachers were like a vital spring that demonstrated the toughness and adaptability
of education.
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BPSE S FEHYE 0 1991:137) < S34h » EFEZE Z H. Parkhurst® A A TE 13 4F (1924)
{FEIEHA S0 8RR M EFBE L & - i B 4E TIERES 1Y
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