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Abstract

The Ministry of Education’s current life education curriculum contains five major
core elements, and takes “philosophical thought” as its approach to life education. In
the curriculum, apart from the philosophical inquiry emphasized by traditional Western
philosophy, philosophical thought is also defined as “letting thought lead to discovery,”
which confuses the concepts of thought and discovery. In contrast, Chinese traditional
Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism are fundamentally bodies of knowledge
concerning life, and emphasize practice, intuitive awareness, and comprehension;
these philosophies promote the direct application of mental effort, and their approach
to character formation does not primarily rely on discursive thought and reflection.
Instead, they rely on the mental functions of discovery, experience, and intuitive
perception as their path for investigating the truth. When thought is paired with the
other core elements, it can be seen that the linkage is not as good as between discovery

and experience. This is because life education should emphasize discovery over
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thought, and should stress the importance of discovery learning. Only in this way can it
instill the basic theoretical underpinnings of life education and achieve its educational

goals.
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