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Abstract

Many students are fascinated with the idea of attending gifted classes but know
little about their true nature and high demands. While the purpose of gifted education
is to facilitate students with talents in actualizing their potential, people rarely
consider whether gifted classes are suitable for every qualified student. In fact, the
underachievers in gifted classes bear the conflicting dual labels of “gifted students”
and “underachievers,” and these dual pressures are rarely understood. Based on the
qualitative research paradigm, we conducted in-depth interviews with four students who
attended a high school math-science academic gifted class years ago and suffered from
falling behind and maladjustment. We used the bioecological model and the holistic-
content method to analyze the pressures they experienced from the environmental

systems, including social culture (Macrosystem), school regulations, class teaching, and
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family (Mesosystem and Microsystem). We explored the meanings of these experiences
in their life-development from the Chronosystem perspective. We found that schools,
teachers, and families tended to treat students in the gifted class as homogeneous,
which not only overlooked students’ individual needs but also aggravated the pressures
from dual labeling. We hope this study will draw attention to the heterogeneity and
diverse needs among students in gifted classes and bridge the gap between the ideals

and practices in gifted education.

Keywords: systematic pressure, underachiever, gifted education, math and

science gifted program
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1 (AL B ettt R 28] 125 h AR AE L o B R B SR S A RERIBR D TR 5 25 PR S
BhEi/ |\ - EE EEPUE ZINEE - FrLL - EME R E C ARt e R B it E 4
MRS FERE SR - b R A ANE -

e REWBEALBRKELEL R ERBRETHEEIE  BEL
AARAR R A RAT O RFF 0 T SRR B AR R MR - (C2-T1-7)

Carl AR EE R A B » AlTER ARIHE TBEER - & EHLE
A SRE T2 " Rt NTIRE o o BLAN - RIS FE & (8 DT ERAR T R B R
Frances * HEILNHIEH CEAE - FH2IF HIF R BEMENSE —EH - B4
"Ry TIREEREE ) MAEEEE - HERA I - S RETuE IR IR AR
RRFATEE RS, - EEREIMAFTE B - AR E OrEE - WRE
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& BRI 2GR RSN S 2R (R B it H
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(=) B EEIIHER RIS A TR - AR T A
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(=) KPR ANE BRI RZETE S8R EA ~ BULE S Y Fhg
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(performance goal ) [MIFEEE HIFE (learning goal ) S HWAIAYIEI TS » (EEZL
Bl & UL E T AR B R - EE R . —REETEETF - AlEEEZ
BAEHEITH -
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RERZRE RS EE ST E (Campbell et al., 2019) - HILEZ -
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B o HERWBCEER ISR E AR HEE - ERIR=EF RS H
HEE o AndrewlAF R E R EIN AV EILAIST o FrancesH#fiE K EARRE » Al F
BEERESFE—HEME - 2 EGRAE () ARERD - [EERFER -
Andrew B Frances 8 & {8 P 4= {E B2 T4 Burgess B Car AR 51 » AT 52 HHHY



ABE HEPAMAKRERD BB ERE 111

o
F
iz}

S FE N AR SRS - E 2 - BRI A A fE L (G re )1 8l B PRl AR e
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